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APPAIACHIAN CULTURE

Sociology 290

Guest----Mrs. Carrie Graham Reardon

Narrated by
Daniel Gadd

...:..,'-

We are going to have as our guest Mrs. Carrie Graham Reardon
who lives at 102 Virginia Street, Beckley, West Virginia.

She

comes from a long line of teachers and got her first college
work at Concord College, Athens, followed by work on her
Masters Degree at West Virginia University.

She started

teaching in 1917, later dropped out for a while when she
married. Returning to teaching in 1942, she taught on a regular
basis until 1960.
several years.

After that she taught as a substitute for

Her husband passed away in 1962 but she still

lives and maintains the family house at the age of 78.
I am going to start out this tape with a question or two
and let Mrs. Reardon go on from there.
like for you to take over here.

"Mrs. Reardon, I would

I'm going to pose the first

question to you such as, Where were you born and raised?"
"Iwas born and reared in Hinton, Summers County."
"What do you think the nationality of your mother and father
was?"
"Well, I would say my background is rather mixed, my father's
people ·came from Scotland and my mother's people came from
Germany.

My grandmother on one side was an Alderson, who was

of English decent. However, our home was ruled by the Scotch
because my grandfather lived with us.

He came to visit, he

was a widower, when my mother and father were married and never
went home to his farm.

He was alone on a farm at Clayton, so it

was in the days, when I might say the Chinese custom, the oldest
member of the family ruled, and grandfather was a Scotsman who
believed in reading.

He was very severe in his thinking as to

the modern issues of the day, and we grew up with grandfather

approval almost rather than our families.

Our evenings were

spent in studying, and games, checkers were allowed, but there
were many things that grandfatlier frowned on, and few homes

had a stricter rule about going to bed at nine o'clock than ours.
However, my father and mother leaned to the social side, more
than grandfather did.

We did not have a babysitter because he

was it and he had a carpet slipper.
o'clock, we went to bed.

If he said it was nine

Daddy and Mother might have been out

playing 'Old Flinch' or doing something with the Hinton people,
because at that time Hinton was a rather interesting town in
which to reside and much went on with the older set, now as
today with the younger set.•
"What kind of lighting did you have in your home, Mrs. Reardon?"
"Well, I can remember when we had electricity put in and the
man installing our wires was also interested in my mother's
niece, was very much in love with her, he went to the attic
and he accidently stepped through the plaster, and he said I
have ruined my chances now.

But I can remember when we had a

furnace put in, when we had electricity and we really thought
that we had seen the ultra modern in our home when these two
predominated in the old Kingwood.

I don't know what you call

them, King heaters, I believe were removed, but in each room in
our house there was a fireplace, one doesn't see that today. "
"Did you burn coal?"
"We burned wood in the King heaters and coal in the kitchen."
"What did your father do for a living, Mrs. Reardon?"
"He was cashier of the Citizens Bank and my mother would
be said to be one who was interested in everything that happened in the town.

I've heard Daddy say that she met herself

going out the door as she came home from another meeting."
, - n
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"Were there many children in your family group?"
"Oh yes, I had an older half-brother and four brothers, four
brothers and no sisters.

I was the one girl with fiye brothers

and I was pretty well controlled.

My

mother had artistic

ability and she painted a great deal, I lave some pictures in
my home today of paintings that she did.

We always had a

housekeeper,"

"What kind of transportation did your Dad and Mother use?"
"We had no means of transportation other than walking.
Hinton there was what you call a livery stable.

In

I don't know

if people know what they are today, but on Sunday, Daddy would
hire a. vehicle and we would ride all the way up to Bellepoint,
which was quite a days journey, and on a few occasions we went
as far as Pence Springs,

Sometimes we would go down to

Sandstone to see the old Walters.

Because my mother and father

had met at Sandstone and my mother had come from Ohio to teach
there and my father was in the store at Sa11dstone.

A peculiar

thing happened to me when I finished college, I was to get a
job in the county because the requirement was that nobody could
teach in the Hinton schools, that hadn't had training in a
country school,

My

uncle was on the Board at Sandstone

and I got a school at Brooks.

It necessitated me walking five

miles in the morning,teaching all day and walking five miles
home in the evening,

As I walked along, the children joined in

the group and sometimes there would be 8 or 10 of us. We would
go the coun~y road, but there was several places where one
could walk the railroad track and get to Brooks school that way,
In my first school, I had 38 pupils and all eight grades.
of the boys were older than I was.

Five

They all had their tobacco

cans and they had had five teachers the year before and ran them

off,

So the first year I taught, I used to say that I washed my

daddy and mother hadn't met at Sandstone and I wouldn't be in
this mess.

However, before the end of the year was over we had

a real good school,"
"Did they chew tobacco or smoke tobacco?"
"They chewed tobacco and spit in the cans."
"I noticed you said you were born at Hinton.

New River runs

through Kinton, do you remember seeing New River run over its
banks at times?"
"At times, many times r•ve seen houses wash down the river,
before the dam was built and I have heard my father say that the
dam should never be built.

He didn't live to see the advantage

that it provided for Charleston and the rest of New River.

His

objection to it was that it would take the farm land, which it
did from Hinton clear over to Marrows, Virginia, not to Narrows
but to Glen Lynn I believe that was the best farming section of
that part of the country."
"Did your mother and father raise a garden?"
"Yes, we had a garden, apple trees, a cow, we did not have
a hog, but the next door neighbor had two, and in the fall,
when hog killing time came, it was a neighborhood project to
get the hogs killed and dressed and we bought from that
neighbor, the hog one, and of course

you did not have refriger-

ation, so it was salted and put away, what was not used and made
into various types of sausages."
"Did you have a spring house?"
"Oh no, we were in town, we were fortunate enough to
always have a water system, but we did not have a cooling system,
but we did buy ice, ice was delivered every day from a truck
and it usually took ten pounds and my mother always wrapped
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it in newspaper because it preserved the ice better, and it
would last until the next morning.

The ice man came around

about 9 to 10 o'clock in the morning."
"You mentioned that he delivered it on a truck? But, before
that they delivered it by a horse and wagon didn't they?
"Yes, the horse and wagon was before the truck, you are right"
"Now you've been married, where did you meet your husband?"
"I met my husband at the skating rink, we had a skating
rink in Hinton, and the group that I went with were there,
and my husband came in and he fell down five or six times learning to skate, and I had such a good time laughing at him, that
after that evening he came around and said, "I want to see that
woman that did all that laughing at me"
"Where was your husband born and raised?"
"He was a Virginian and he had gotten his education at
Dunsmore Business College, Staunton, Virginia."
"Was his mother and father of Scotch descent?"
"No, they were Irish decent and had not been in the mnited
States too long, his father followed the establishment of iron
ore furnaces and he built one at Lowmoor and he built one at
Montgomery, across the river from Montgomery, at Smithers."
"You mentioned you got your college education at Concord
College, or part of it.You must have gone to college in about

1915-1916?"
"1916, 'long in there and we went from hack from Hinton and
it took us all day to ride over to Athens and then when the
automobile came into being, there was a bus linear automobile
line from Hinton to Bluefield that took all day.

One day it

went one way and the next day it came the other.

It went right

up past where the dam is.

Where the dam is and over Towery

Mountain and part of the section where the highway now passes
going by Pipestem."
"Did Concord College have many buildings at that tine?

How

many buildings did they have really?"
"As I remember they had three.

They may have had more than

that, the girls dormitory was a mile from the school and we
walked to school every morning, back home at lunch and back
to school in the afternoon, and back home, we aalked foir miles
to get our education each day.
on the campus at that time.

They didn't have any cafateria

We ate at the dormitory but we

had an extra good home economics department strange as it may
seem, at that time and that was my interest."

"I noticed you mentioned you went tow. Va. University.
did you attend

w.

Where

Va. University?, at Morgantown?"

"Yes, at Morgantown.

I was single at that time, and I roomed

with a girl from Beckley, and we lived in one of the professor's
homes."
"Now, Mrs. Reardon, I noticed you said you had some interesting
experiences, when you first started teaching school, would you go
over some of these experiences with us, so we can understand
them better."
"Well, I had never been in a country school a day in my life
the day I walked into teach, and I had children from five years
old up through twenty-one and I had no way of knowing how to
start or what to do.

With thirty-eight pupils and with each one

in a different place in the book, as they call it.
that year than any child I had in school.

I learned more

1 really got my

education and when you speak of practice teaching, that is the
place to get it.
trouble.

I had five in one family that all had eye

I kept trying to get the older one to hold his

reader right, and I took his book one day and placed it in his
hand and I said, 'Other see now how well you can read, see whats
wrong that you seem to have trouble, that you have to hold your
book sideways, or over to ·one side.•

He said, 'Well, I just

can't see very well and when you put the book where it is now,
I got the words all run together.'

I then consulted a friend I

had in Hinton who was an eye specialist, and before the end
of the year, that family all had glasses.

The father had a

little mill and he personally thanked me that I did see that
his children did get their eyes examined.

mow there was

another family named "Bowlings" and I passed their house
every day walking down the railroad tracks.
that same place, there is a lake there.

Today if you pass

This is Bass Lake.

This

family of eight were Catholic, they had not had the advantage
of going to the Catholic Church.

We discussed their going,

they got so they would walk up in the evenings with me, and
they went to the Catholic Church, and learned their Catechism~
I got to see most of them go into that church.

I felt that they

had an opportunity that I should not let pass, although I was
a' d~red in the wool' Baptist because my grandfather said I had
to be.

I learned a lot from them, we had one little boy who

was undernourished, and the children told me he had nothing to
eat at home.

I made arrangements with one of the women in

Brooks for her to see each day that he would be fed.

I bought

my lunch from her and I sent him down to get it, and at the end
of the year we had a happy little fat boy.
I found out thzre, that it may not be the outward appearances,
but there lies within these Appalachian people a deep and sincere
des ire to get some typ e of eclu cs.tion.
boy
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and I said, 'No, son, I don't "hook".

About a week later

he came in and said, 'Grandmother wants you to spend the night
with us. Could you go up on Friday night with me? I went up
with him on Friday night.

When I got there I discovered that

grandmother crocheted, she had a book that she couldn't
interperet, and the "hooking" was the chrocheting.

Now in

this home I found almost primitive Appalachian, but things
were clean and nice, and I found these persons who might

have been said to be early English, had kept some oftheir
family traditions.

In this one home, it was the Ayer's family,

I learned the humility that one didn't always find in town."
"Did this family say Grace at the table?"
"They said Grace at the table and they had a prayer before
they went to bed at night."
"I noticed you mentioned something about education, the
children even in 1917 wanted to get an education?"
"Yes, the children even in 1917 wanted to get an education,

but they didn't stay in school very long.

Well, I was moved

into town the next year, but I can say that the sheriff,
prosecuting attorney and two doctors came out of that group
that I taught."
"There is a little question that I need to ask you about,
Mrs. Reardon, you taught in a country setting and you lived
in a small community which was probably a thriving city at
one time and you've seen poverty and noticed many hungry
people, but now days we have a gigantic welfare program.

What

do you think about this situation."
"Well I would like to compare it with the little lunches
those children brought from home, with pride, set by the
stove to keep warm, they were provided, sometimes it might only
be sweet potatoes, sometimes biscuits with apple butter in

r-- <11

Most of the time they had ham, there was a pride in the fact
their parents supported them and they had their lunches when
they came to school.

There wasn't any food wasted.

Today I

have seen more good food wasted, go into the waste basket
at school, these children on welfare, than ours had almost
all winter.

I think there is a bad situation there in that

families do not take the pride in furnishing their children
with things.

They brought me things apples, paw-paws, nuts

and when they killed hogs, I got little gifts, and they were
self supporting groups, that we don't always see today.

"Do you think maybe there was a pride in the fact that people
wanted to support themselves, and did support themselves, and
was too proud to take welfare at that time, course there was
no welfare program, but they wouldn't have accepted, if there
was, would they?"
"I don't think there would have been a person in my school
that would have accepted it, at that time.

Except the little

boy we fed on the quiet, and no body ever knew that went on."
"I also noticed you mentioned something about the family
group that had bad eyes, but they were later able to secure
glasses.

Do you believe their mother and father was able to

provide the meney for the glasses?"
"Well we got them at a nominal sum, but they paid for them."
"Mrs. Reardon, Hinton is a railroad town, can you tell us a
little about the railroad system, or did you have a lot of
trains go by when you were young and lived in Hinton?"
"Well now, my mothers people were railroaders.
sides of the family.

I had two

The Hammers were not as interested in

education as they were in railroading.

They were mechanically

inclined, and I would say seven or eight of my relatives went
up with the railroad system.

r My1() grandfather
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Hammer was the

"wreck- master~•

Now on the Graham side we were very much inter-

ested in education.

In the school side of it, but we lived close

to the 'round-house' and I have heard my mother say so very
many times, that there was a fight on in Hinton between the
two elements, the railroaders, the smoke and the dirt on that
side and the persons who wanted to keep Hinton clean, and had
such a terrible time trying to do it, but in the meantime Hinton
had the only saloons in several counties around and at one time
we had thirteen saloons there.

We had an opera house, a big

hotel, it had a social side and the railroad people were known
to pay their bills, and there was a good financial background
for the town and a good social background.

The first time

I met many Beckley people was when they came to lffiinton and
stayed at the Mccreery Hotel and go to the Opera House, when
passing shows came through or when we would have big dances, but
it didn't make any difference when you came the town was dirty.
Today it is clean because of the change in fuel."
"There is another thing, you mentioned a round-house, maybe
some of our audiance didn't hnow about what a round-house is.
What is a round- house, Mrs. Reardon?"

"A round- house is a building in which one can go and see
a platform on which an engine, could be turned aompletely around

to take the train in the opposite direction.

Sometimes there

was a Y that did this, but in most round-houses on the C
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there was combined in two places a place to turn the engine,
a place to repair the engine, and all kinds of repair shops.
Now the relatives on one side of my family were in this mechanical
end, conductors, engineers, boiler makers,people who were not
interested in seeing anything except that the railroad was
'tops' and they took a great pride in it.
engines fueled by coal.

They used steam

"There is one other thing I wanted to ask you, you mentioned
you were born in Summers County, is your birthplace still standing?"
"Oh yes, now an interesting thing in Summers County is that
not only my birthplace is still standing but my ancestral home
of the first Braham's who came to the county was built in 1770,
and it is still standing.

It was located at Lowell, W. Va., and

the Smithsonian Institute says it is the oldest log house still
standing west of the Allegheny Mountains,"
"Is it on the main road?"
"It is on the route to Alderson.
thing, from there one of

my

It is quite an interesting

ancestors was stolen by the Indians."

"Where is your birthplace?"
"My birthplace is on Summers Street in Hinton."
"Mrs. Reardon, I notice in your home here you have some
furniture that dates back to 1900 or a little later.

Would you

describe it a little bit?"
"Well now, I have some that dates back to 1850 probably.

The

bedroom suite which is solid walnut and which is called the 6rown
Suite because it has the crown on top of the bed and over the

dresser.

My father gave it to my mother when they were married

and she was terribly disappointed because he didn't buy her new
furniture but it was the ancestoral piece that today I proudly
show my friends as the one in which the five of us were born."
"It is still in fine shape I noticed.

I noticed a marble

top wash basin and a pitcher."
"All that came from my father's home.

My mother died and

I tried to get my father to come and live with me and he said
he'd only come under one condition, that he bring his furniture
with him.

The pictures here my mother did and most of the

of the time the past four or five years I have been a volunteer
at the city library three or four days a week.

Recently I

stepped aside and let a younger person have that.
sutstitute one day this week in the library.

I did

So I can most of

the time find something to keep 'me busy at home and in civic
projects in town.
"It has been very interesting speaking to you and listening
to you talk to the group, it's been a fine presentation and
we sure appreciate the information yo·u have given us." "It means
a lot to be able to say I"m

of life.

78 years old and have enjoyed all

At one time I had a broken back and was in bed for

two years and eight years I walked in a cast.

I think the

Lord has been very kind to me to let me have the opportunity
to teach the young and enjoy the life I have had."

